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IMPROVED CIRCULATION AND
BLOOD FLOW

1. SEATED CALF PUMPS FOR CIRCULATION

Purpose:
To improve circulation and blood flow in the lower legs, helping to reduce swelling and
discomfort.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE:

1. Initial Position:
Sit comfortably on the edge of your chair with your feet flat on the floor, shoulder-width apart.
Keep your back straight and shoulders relaxed.

2. Calf Lift:
Inhale deeply. Slowly lift your heels off the ground, rising onto the balls of your feet. Hold this
position fora moment, feeling the stretch in your calves.

3. Lower Heels:
Exhale as you gently lower your heels back to the floor, returning to the starting position.

ADAPTTO YOUR PACE: Repeat this movement for a total of 10 repetitions. You can perform 2 sets of
10 reps twice a day.

BREATHING:

¢ Inhale: As you lift your heels.
e Exhale: As you lower your heels back down.

TIP FOR BEGINNERS AND SENIORS: Keep your movements slow and controlled to enhance stability
and prevent any strain on your legs or back.

2.ANKLE FLEXAND POINT FLOW

Purpose:
To improve circulation and blood flow in the lower legs and ankles while enhancing flexibility
and mobility in the joints.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes
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1. Initial Position:
Sit comfortably on the edge of your chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Keep
your back straight and shoulders relaxed.

2. Flex the Ankles:
Inhale deeply. Extend your right leg in front of you, keeping your heel on the floor. Flex your foot
by pulling your toes back towards you, feeling the stretch in your calf. Hold for a moment.

3. Point the Ankles:
Exhale slowly as you point your toes away from you, creating a straight line from your ankle to
your toes. Hold for a moment before returning to the flexed position.

Repeat the flex and point flow for a total of 10 repetitions on each leg.
Perform 2 sets of 10 reps twice a day.

¢ Inhale: As you flex your foot.
Exhale: As you point your toes away.

Move slowly and gently through each movement, focusing on
the sensations in your ankles and feet to avoid any discomfort.

3.SEATED ARM PUMP STRETCHES

Purpose:
To improve circulation and blood flow in the arms and shoulders while enhancing flexibility and
range of motion.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
o Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit upright in your chair with your feet flat on the floor and shoulder-width apart. Relax your
shoulders and place your hands on your thighs, palms facing up.

2. Arm Pump Movement:
Inhale deeply. Raise your arms straight up towards the ceiling while keeping your palms facing
each other. Hold for a moment at the top.

3. Lower and Stretch:
Exhale slowly as you lower your arms back down to your thighs, simultaneously stretching your
fingers out wide. Feel the stretch in your shoulders and arms.

Repeat the arm pump stretches for a total of 10 repetitions. Perform 2 sets of
10 reps twice a day.
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¢ Inhale: As you raise yourarms.
e Exhale: As you lower your arms back down.

Keep your movements slow and controlled, and focus on the
stretch and breath to avoid any strain.

4. GENTLE LEG LIFTS FOR BLOOD FLOW

Purpose:
To enhance circulation in the legs and improve flexibility while strengthening the hip flexors and
quadriceps.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit tall on the chair with your feet flat on the floor and hip-width apart. Keep your shoulders
relaxed and your hands resting on your thighs.

2. Leg Lift Movement:
Inhale deeply, then slowly lift your right leg straight out in front of you until it is parallel to the
ground. Hold fora moment.

3. Lower the Leg:
Exhale as you lower your right leg back to the floor, ensuring your movement is controlled. Repeat
the same lift with your left leg.

Perform 10 repetitions for each leg, completing 2 sets of 10 reps twice a day.

¢ Inhale: As you lift your leg.
e Exhale: As you lower your leg back down.

Focus on keeping your back straight and movements gentle. If
needed, keep a slight bend in your knee during the leg lift for added comfort.
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5.SEATED SHOULDER AND ELBOW ROLLS

Purpose:
To improve circulation in the shoulders and arms, increase mobility, and relieve tension in the
upper body.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE:

1. Initial Position:
Sit comfortably on the chair with your feet flat on the floor and hip-width apart. Keep your back
straight, shoulders relaxed, and arms resting at your sides.

2. Shoulder Rolls:
Inhale deeply, and as you exhale, roll your shoulders forward in a circular motion, lifting them
toward your ears, then back, and down. Repeat this motion for 5 repetitions.

3. Elbow Rolls:
After the shoulder rolls, place your arms at a 90-degree angle with your elbows bent. Inhale and
gently roll your elbows in a circular motion, first forward for 5 repetitions, then backward for 5
repetitions.

ADAPTTO YOUR PACE: Move slowly and mindfully through the rolls, adjusting the range of motion
to what feels comfortable for you.

BREATHING:

e Inhale: As you lift your shoulders and prepare to roll.
e Exhale: As you lower your shoulders and complete the roll.

TIP FOR BEGINNERS AND SENIORS: Focus on smooth, controlled movements to avoid any strain. If
you feel any discomfort, reduce the range of motion or take a break.

6. WRIST AND FINGER PULSE STRETCH

Purpose:
To improve circulation in the wrists and fingers, increase flexibility, and relieve tension from
repetitive movements.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE:

1. Initial Position:
Sit comfortably on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, shoulder-width apart. Keep your back
straight and your arms relaxed at your sides.
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2. Wrist Flexion and Extension:
Extend your arms in front of you with palms facing down. Inhale, and as you exhale, gently flex
your wrists by bringing your fingertips down toward the floor. Hold for a moment, then inhale and
extend your wrists, lifting your fingers toward the ceiling. Repeat this flexion and extension for 5
repetitions.

3. Finger Pulses:
With your wrists extended, spread your fingers wide apart as you inhale. Exhale and bring your
fingers together, gently squeezing them. Repeat this pulsing motion for 5 repetitions.

Move slowly and within a comfortable range of motion. If you experience any
discomfort, modify the movement or take breaks as needed.

¢ Inhale: As you extend your wrists and spread your fingers wide.
e Exhale: As you flex your wrists and bring your fingers together.

Focus on gentle movements and listen to your body. If you feel
any strain, reduce the intensity or take a break to avoid discomfort.




8 BONUS

IMPROVE POSTURE

1.SEATED UPPER BACK LIFT

Purpose:
To improve posture by strengthening the upper back muscles and enhancing spinal alignment.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair withoutarms
o Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE:

1. Initial Position:
Sit on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, shoulder-width apart. Keep your shoulders relaxed
and rolled back, and look straight ahead.

2. Liftand Open:
Inhale deeply as you lift your arms out to the sides and up toward the ceiling. Ensure your elbows
are slightly bent, and your palms are facing forward. This should create a gentle opening in your
chest.

3. Retract and Hold:
Exhale as you draw your shoulder blades together and down your back, feeling a stretch in your
upper back. Hold this position fora moment, then slowly lower your arms back to your sides.

ADAPTTO YOUR PACE: Perform the movements at a comfortable speed, taking time to focus on
your alignment and the sensations in your back.
BREATHING:

e Inhale: As you lift your arms up and open your chest.
e Exhale: As you retract your shoulder blades and lower your arms.

TIP FOR BEGINNERS AND SENIORS: Maintain a neutral spine throughout the exercise. If you
experience any discomfort, reduce the range of motion or take breaks as needed.

2. CORE ACTIVATION WITH CHAIR SUPPORT

Purpose:
To activate and strengthen the core muscles, which helps improve posture and stability.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
o Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes
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1.

Initial Position:

Sit on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Keep your back straight, shoulders
rolled back, and look straight ahead. Place your hands on your thighs.

Engage Your Core:

Inhale deeply, and as you exhale, gently draw your belly button in towards your spine, activating
your core muscles. Feel your abdominal muscles tighten while maintaining a straight posture.
Hold and Release:

Hold this core activation for 5 seconds while breathing normally, then relax your abdomen.
Repeat the engagement of your core muscles for the desired repetitions.

Take your time to focus on engaging your core properly. You can perform this

exercise slowly, ensuring you maintain good posture throughout.

¢ Inhale: Before engaging your core.
e Exhale: As you draw your belly button in, holding your breath steady while engaging your
core.

Focus on maintaining a neutral spine while engaging your core.

If at any point you feel strain, ease off and adjust your posture. Start with shorter holds and gradually
increase the duration as you become more comfortable.

3.SEATED RIB CAGE EXPANSION

Purpose:
To enhance rib cage mobility, improve posture, and promote deeper breathing, which can help
alleviate tension in the upper body.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

Initial Position:

Sit on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Keep your back straight, shoulders
relaxed, and arms resting at your sides.

Expand Your Rib Cage:

Inhale deeply through your nose, allowing your rib cage to expand outward. As you do this, raise
both arms to shoulder height, keeping your elbows slightly bent, and open your palms facing up.
Return to Starting Position:

Exhale slowly through your mouth, lowering your arms back to your sides while gently
contracting your rib cage. Focus on bringing your ribs back to a neutral position.
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Feel free to perform the movements at your own speed, ensuring you can
comfortably expand and contract your rib cage without strain.

¢ Inhale: Deeply through your nose as you expand your rib cage and raise your arms.
e Exhale: Slowly through your mouth as you lower your arms and relax your rib cage.

Focus on slow, controlled movements and deep breathing. If
you feel any discomfort, adjust your arm position or the depth of your breath. You can start with
fewer repetitions and gradually increase as you become more comfortable with the movement.

4.NEUTRAL SPINE AND SHOULDER REALIGNMENT

Purpose:
To promote a neutral spine position, improve shoulder alignment, and enhance overall posture,
helping to reduce discomfort in the upper back and neck.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
o Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit up straight on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, shoulder-width apart. Ensure your back
is aligned with the backrest, and your shoulders are relaxed and rolled back. Look straight ahead.
2. Engage Your Core:
Take a deep breath in, engaging your abdominal muscles gently. Imagine your spine elongating
as you sit tall. Your head should be over your shoulders, and your shoulders over your hips.
3. Shoulder Realignment:
As you exhale, gently pull your shoulder blades back and down, as if trying to tuck them into your
back pockets. Hold this position for a few seconds, feeling the stretch across your chest and the
alignment in your spine.

Adjust the duration of each position based on your comfort. If holding the
shoulder realignment feels too intense, you can release and reset before trying again.

¢ Inhale: Deeply through your nose while engaging your core and sitting tall.
e Exhale: Slowly through your mouth as you pull your shoulder blades back and down, focusing
on your alignment.

Keep your movements gentle and controlled. If you experience
any discomfort in your back or shoulders, reduce the intensity or take breaks as needed. Regular
practice can help build strength and improve your posture over time.




IMPROVE POSTURE "

5.GENTLE SEATED TWIST FOR POSTURAL BALANCE

Purpose:
To enhance spinal flexibility, improve posture, and promote a sense of balance and alignmentin
the body.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE:

1. Initial Position:
Sit comfortably on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Keep your back
straight, shoulders relaxed, and gaze forward.

2. Begin the Twist:
Inhale deeply, lifting your chest slightly. As you exhale, gently twist your torso to the right, using
your left hand on your right knee for support. Ensure your shoulders remain relaxed and down,
not scrunched up toward your ears.

3. Hold the Position:
Hold the twist for a few breaths, feeling the stretch in your spine. Keep your head in line with your
spine, looking over your right shoulder if comfortable.

4. Return to Center:
Inhale as you slowly return to the starting position. Repeat the twist to the left side by placing
your right hand on your left knee and following the same steps.

ADAPTTO YOUR PACE: Feel free to modify the duration of the twist based on your comfort level. If
you need to take breaks or adjust the twist, listen to your body and go at your own pace.

BREATHING:

e Inhale: Through your nose, lifting your chest and preparing for the twist.
e Exhale: Through your mouth, as you gently twist to one side, deepening the stretch.

TIP FOR BEGINNERS AND SENIORS: Keep your movements slow and gentle to avoid strain. If you
experience any discomfort, reduce the intensity of the twist or skip the exercise. Regular practice can
improve your flexibility and postural awareness over time.

6.SEATED SHOULDER SHRUG AND DROP

Purpose:
To relieve tension in the shoulders, improve posture, and promote relaxation.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes
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1. Initial Position:
Sit up straight on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, shoulder-width apart. Relax your arms
at your sides, and ensure your shoulders are rolled back. Look straight ahead.

2. Shoulder Shrug:
Inhale deeply and raise your shoulders up towards your ears, creating tension in your shoulders.
Hold this position fora moment.

3. Shoulder Drop:
Exhale slowly and drop your shoulders down, allowing them to relax fully. Feel the release of
tension in your neck and shoulders.

4. Repeat:
Perform 10 repetitions of the shrug and drop sequence, maintaining a smooth and controlled
movement.

You can adjust the number of repetitions based on your comfort level. Take
breaks as needed, and focus on the sensation of releasing tension in your shoulders.

e Inhale: Through your nose while lifting your shoulders.
e Exhale: Through your mouth while dropping your shoulders.

Keep your movements slow and gentle to avoid strain. If you
feel any discomfort in your neck or shoulders, reduce the height of your shrug or take a break.
Practicing this exercise regularly can help improve your awareness of shoulder tension and
contribute to better posture over time.
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CHAIR YOGA FOR HEART HEALTH

1.SEATED HEART-OPENING STRETCH

Purpose:
To enhance heart health by improving circulation and promoting relaxation, while also
stretching the chest and shoulders.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE:

1. Initial Position:
Sit tall on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Ensure your shoulders are
rolled back, and your chin is slightly tucked in. Keep your gaze forward.

2. Arm Positioning:
Inhale and raise your arms out to the sides, bringing them up overhead. Keep your palms facing
each other or touch your palms together if comfortable.

3. Heart Opening:
As you exhale, gently arch your back and tilt your head slightly back, opening your chest towards
the ceiling. Hold this stretch for a few seconds, feeling the expansion in your heart area.

4. Release:
Inhale as you bring your arms back down to your sides. Repeat this sequence 5-8 times.

ADAPTTO YOUR PACE: Feel free to adjust the number of repetitions to match your comfort level.
Take your time with each movement, focusing on how your body feels.

BREATHING:

e Inhale: Deeply through your nose while raising your arms overhead.
e Exhale: Slowly through your mouth while arching your back and opening your chest.

TIP FOR BEGINNERS AND SENIORS: Maintain a relaxed and comfortable posture throughout the
exercise. If you feel any strain in your lower back, reduce the arch or keep your arms lower. This
exercise can help open the heart area and improve lung capacity, enhancing overall well-being.
Practice regularly to experience greater benefits.
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2. CHAIR-ASSISTED CARDIO ARM PUMPS

Purpose:
To increase heart rate and improve cardiovascular health through simple arm movements while
seated, enhancing circulation and overall fitness.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE:

1. Initial Position:
Sit upright in the chair with your feet flat on the floor, shoulder-width apart. Keep your back
straight and your shoulders relaxed, looking straight ahead.

2. Arm Movement:
Inhale deeply and raise both arms to shoulder height with your palms facing forward. Ensure your
elbows are slightly bent.

3. Pump Your Arms:
Exhale as you pump your arms up and down vigorously, bringing them to shoulder height and
then down to your sides. Keep your movements controlled yet energetic. Continue this motion for
30 seconds to 1 minute.

4. Release:
Inhale and slowly bring your arms back down to your sides. Rest for a few seconds before
repeating the pumping motion for another 30 seconds.

ADAPTTO YOUR PACE: Feel free to adjust the duration of the pumping intervals and the number of
repetitions to fit your comfort level and fitness.

BREATHING:

¢ Inhale: Deeply through your nose as you lift your arms.
e Exhale: Through your mouth as you pump your arms down.

TIP FOR BEGINNERS AND SENIORS: Keep the movements gentle and rhythmic to avoid strain. If you
experience fatigue, pause and take a break before continuing. Ensure your chair is stable and
positioned on a flat surface for safety. This exercise can be a fun way to increase your heart rate and
improve upper body strength. Practice regularly to boost your overall heart health.

3.SEATED CHEST EXPANSION WITH DEEP BREATHS

Purpose:
To open up the chest, improve lung capacity, and enhance heart health through deep breathing
and gentle stretching.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair withoutarms
o Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes
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1. Initial Position:
Sit tall on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Roll your shoulders back and
down, and look straight ahead. Your arms should be at your sides.

2. Arm Positioning:
Inhale deeply and extend your arms out to the sides at shoulder height, keeping your palms
facing forward. Make sure your elbows are slightly bent to avoid strain.

3. Chest Expansion:
As you exhale, gently squeeze your shoulder blades together, expanding your chest. Hold this
position fora moment while taking another deep breath in.

4. Release:
Inhale as you bring your arms back to your sides and relax your shoulders. Take a moment to
breathe before repeating the expansion for another 30 seconds.

Adjust the duration of the arm expansion and deep breathing to match your
comfort level.

e Inhale: Deeply through your nose while extending your arms.
e Exhale: Through your mouth as you squeeze your shoulder blades together and expand your
chest.

Focus on gentle movements; do not force the stretch. If you feel
any discomfort, ease out of the position. Maintain a relaxed posture throughout the exercise to avoid
tension in the shoulders. This exercise can help reduce stress and improve overall well-being, so
consider incorporating it into your daily routine for heart health.

4. GENTLE SEATED LEG LIFTS FOR HEART ACTIVATION

Purpose:
To activate the heart, improve circulation, and strengthen the legs with gentle movements
suitable for seniors and beginners.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit up straight on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Keep your shoulders
relaxed and rolled back, and look forward.

2. Lift One Leg:
Inhale deeply, and as you exhale, lift your right leg straight out in front of you, keeping it parallel to
the ground. Hold for a moment at the top.

3. Lower the Leg:
Inhale again and slowly lower your right leg back to the floor, ensuring control as you do so.
Repeat the lift and lower for 5-10 repetitions.
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4. Switch Legs:
After completing the right leg, repeat the same movements with your left leg, lifting and lowering
for 5-10 repetitions.

Feel free to adjust the number of repetitions based on your comfort and
energy levels.

e Inhale: As you prepare to lift your leg.
e Exhale: As you lift your leg up, holding briefly.
e Inhale: As you lower your leg back down.

Move slowly and gently to avoid strain. Keep your core engaged
for better balance and support. If you experience any discomfort, reduce the height of your leg lift or
take a break. This exercise can be integrated into your daily routine to enhance heart health and leg
strength.

5.SEATED ARM SWINGS FOR CARDIOVASCULAR FLOW

Purpose:
To enhance cardiovascular flow, improve upper body mobility,and promote circulation with
gentle arm movements suitable for seniors and beginners.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
o Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit tall in your chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Keep your shoulders relaxed,
arms at your sides, and look forward.

2. Swing Your Arms:
Inhale deeply, and as you exhale, swing your arms forward and up, reaching towards the ceiling.
Keep your elbows slightly bent.

3. Lower Your Arms:
Inhale again, and as you exhale, swing your arms down and back to the starting position,
maintaining a relaxed posture throughout the movement.

4. Repeat:
Continue swinging your arms for a total of 10-15 repetitions, moving gently and fluidly.

Feel free to adjust the number of repetitions or the speed of your swings
according to your comfort level.

¢ Inhale: As you raise your arms forward and up.
e Exhale: As you lower your arms back down.
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Focus on smooth and controlled movements to avoid strain.
Keep your core engaged to maintain stability and support. If needed, take breaks between repetitions
to catch your breath. This exercise can be done several times a day to support heart health and
enhance overall mobility.

6. CHAIR-SUPPORTED LATERALSTRETCHES FOR
CIRCULATION

Purpose:
To improve circulation, enhance flexibility in the spine and sides of the body, and promote overall
relaxation through gentle lateral stretching.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit up straight in your chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart, and shoulders relaxed.
Place your hands on your thighs.

2. Side Stretch:
Inhale deeply, raising your right arm overhead while keeping your left hand on your thigh for
support. As you exhale, lean your torso gently to the left, feeling a stretch along the right side of
your body.

3. Return to Center:
Inhale again to return to the starting position, lowering your right arm.

4. Repeat on the Other Side:
Exhale while raising your left arm overhead and leaning to the right, feeling the stretch along
your left side. Inhale to return to the center. Repeat this cycle for 5-8 repetitions on each side.

Take your time with each stretch and focus on what feels comfortable. If you
need more time to breathe or stretch, feel free to adjust.

¢ Inhale: As you lift your arm and prepare to stretch.
e Exhale: As you lean into the stretch, deepening the movement.

Move slowly and mindfully to prevent overextension. Keep your
movements within a comfortable range —never push into pain. If needed, use a cushion for added
comfort on the chair. This exercise can be repeated several times a day to enhance circulation and
flexibility in the upper body.
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REDUCED CHRONIC PAIN AND
STRESS

1. SEATED GENTLE SPINAL WAVE

Purpose:
To promote spinal flexibility, reduce chronic pain, and alleviate stress through gentle, rhythmic
movements that engage the spine.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
o Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE:

1.

Initial Position:

Sit up straight in your chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Keep your hands
resting lightly on your thighs, and relax your shoulders away from your ears.

Start the Wave:

Inhale deeply, lengthening your spine. As you exhale, gently tuck your chin towards your chest,
rounding your back slightly. Allow this movement to ripple through your spine, starting from the
neck down to the lower back.

Reverse the Movement:

Inhale again, lifting your head and chest while arching your back slightly. Imagine creating a
gentle wave from your tailbone up to the crown of your head.

Repeat the Wave:

Continue this flowing movement, alternating between rounding and arching your spine for 5-8
repetitions.

ADAPTTO YOUR PACE: Move slowly and fluidly, allowing your body to respond naturally to the
rhythm. If you feel any discomfort, reduce the range of motion or take a break.

BREATHING:

e Inhale: As you arch your back and lift your chest.
e Exhale: As you round your back and tuck your chin.

TIP FOR BEGINNERS AND SENIORS: Focus on a smooth, comfortable motion; this exercise should
feel good. If needed, place a cushion behind your lower back for extra support. Practice this exercise
daily to help relieve tension and improve spinal mobility. Be aware of how your body feels during the
movement; adjust the speed and depth as necessary.




REDUCED CHRONIC PAIN AND STRESS 19

2. CHAIR-SUPPORTED HIP RELEASE

Purpose:
To gently stretch and release tension in the hips, promoting relaxation and reducing chronic pain
and stress.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit up straight in your chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Ensure your shoulders
are relaxed and rolled back. Rest your hands on your thighs.

2. Leg Positioning:
Lift your right foot off the floor and place your right ankle over your left knee. Keep your right foot
flexed to protect your knee.

3. Gentle Forward Lean:
Inhale deeply, and as you exhale, gently hinge forward from your hips, keeping your back straight.
You should feel a gentle stretch in your right hip. Hold this position fora moment.

4. Return to Initial Position:
Inhale and slowly return to the starting position, removing your right ankle from your left knee.
Repeat the process with your left ankle over your right knee.

Take your time with each movement, focusing on comfort and the sensation
in your hips. If you feel any strain, adjust the angle of your forward lean.

e Inhale: As you sit up straight.
e Exhale: As you lean forward to deepen the stretch.

Keep your movements slow and gentle; the goal is to feel a
comfortable stretch, not to force your body. If necessary, use a cushion under your foot for support
when placing your ankle on the opposite knee. Perform this exercise daily to help alleviate tightness
and improve hip flexibility. Pay attention to how your body feels during the stretch; adjust the
forward lean based on your comfort level.

3.SEATED TENSION-RELIEF SHOULDER ROLLS

Purpose:
To release tension in the shoulders and neck, promoting relaxation and reducing chronic pain
and stress.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes
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1. Initial Position:
Sit up straight in your chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Ensure your shoulders
are relaxed and rolled back, and your gaze is forward.

2. Shoulder Movement:
Inhale deeply, and as you exhale, lift your shoulders towards your ears. Roll them back, squeezing
the shoulder blades together,and then drop them down.

3. Repetition:
Inhale as you lift your shoulders up, and exhale as you roll them back and down. Repeat this
motion 5-10 times, focusing on smooth, controlled movements.

4. Final Position:
After completing the repetitions, return to a neutral shoulder position. Take a moment to relax
and feel the difference in your shoulders.

Feel free to go at your own speed. If you need to pause or take a break during
the exercise, do so without hesitation.

e Inhale: As you lift your shoulders up.
e Exhale: As you roll your shoulders back and down.

Maintain a relaxed posture throughout the exercise; avoid
hunching your back. If you feel any discomfort, reduce the range of motion or stop the exercise.
Practice this exercise several times a day to help alleviate tension and improve mobility in the
shoulders. Remember to stay mindful of your breathing, as it can enhance relaxation and relieve
stress.

4. CHAIR-ASSISTED FORWARD FOLD FOR RELAXATION

Purpose:
To promote relaxation, reduce stress, and relieve tension in the back and neck, helping to
alleviate chronic pain.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
o Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit on the edge of the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Keep your back
straight, shoulders rolled back, and look straight ahead.

2. Hinge Forward:
Inhale deeply, then as you exhale, hinge from your hips and gently lean forward, keeping your
back straight. Let your arms hang toward the floor or rest them on your thighs.

3. Hold the Position:
Allow your head to hang heavy and relax your neck. Stay in this forward fold for 5-10 deep
breaths, feeling the stretch in your back and hamstrings.
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4. Return to Start:
To come back up, engage your core, slowly lift your torso back to the upright position, and take a
moment to breathe before moving on.

Listen to your body; if you need to take breaks or adjust your depth in the
forward fold, do so at your own comfort level.

e Inhale: As you prepare to fold forward.
e Exhale: As you hinge from your hips and lower your torso.

Focus on keeping your back straight as you lean forward,
avoiding rounding your back. If you find it difficult to hang forward, you can rest your hands on your
thighs for support. Repeat this exercise daily to help reduce tension and improve flexibility in your
back. Use a cushion or a blanket on your thighs if you need extra support for your arms.

5.GENTLE SEATED SIDE BODY STRETCH

Purpose:
To enhance flexibility in the side body, relieve tension, and promote relaxation, helping to reduce
chronic pain and stress.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit comfortably on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Ensure your back is
straight, shoulders are relaxed, and your head is aligned with your spine, looking straight ahead.
2. Stretch to the Side:
Inhale deeply, and as you exhale, raise your right arm overhead. Lean gently to the left, feeling a
stretch along your right side. Keep your left arm resting comfortably at your side.
3. Hold the Position:
Stay in this position for 5-10 breaths, enjoying the stretch. You can gently press your left hand on
the chair for added support.
4. Return to Start:
Inhale as you return to an upright position, bringing your right arm back down. Repeat the stretch
on the opposite side by raising your left arm and leaning to the right.

Feel free to hold the stretch longer or shorter, based on your comfort level.
It's essential to move at a pace that feels right for you.

¢ Inhale: As you lift your arm and prepare to stretch.
e Exhale: As you lean to the side, allowing your body to relax into the stretch.
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Avoid pushing yourself too far; only stretch to a comfortable
limit. Ensure you're sitting tall in the chair, maintaining good posture throughout the exercise. If you
experience any discomfort in your neck, adjust the position of your head and gaze forward instead of
looking up. Incorporate this stretch into your daily routine to help alleviate tension in the side body
and promote relaxation.

6.SEATED NECK AND JAW TENSION RELEASE

Purpose:
To relieve tension in the neck and jaw, promote relaxation, and help reduce chronic pain and
stress.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
o Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit comfortably on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Keep your spine
straight, shoulders relaxed, and look straight ahead.

2. Neck Stretch:
Inhale deeply, and as you exhale, gently tilt your head to the right, bringing your ear toward your
shoulder. You should feel a gentle stretch along the left side of your neck. Hold this position for
3-5 breaths.

3. Jaw Release:
After holding the neck stretch, gently open your mouth wide, as if yawning, then close it slowly.
Repeat this jaw release movement 3-5 times to help alleviate jaw tension.

4. Return to Start:
Inhale as you bring your head back to the center. Repeat the neck stretch on the left side by tilting
your head to the left, and then perform the jaw release again.

Feel free to hold the neck stretch and jaw movements longer or shorter
based on your comfort level. Listen to your body and adjust as needed.

e Inhale: As you return your head to the center after each stretch.
e Exhale: As you tilt your head and open your jaw, allowing yourself to relax deeper into the
stretches.

Move gently and avoid any jerky movements to prevent strain.
If you experience discomfort in your neck or jaw, adjust your position slightly or decrease the range of
motion. You can place a hand on the side of your head while tilting to provide gentle support if
needed. Incorporate this exercise into your daily routine to help alleviate neck and jaw tension.
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CHAIR YOGA FOR RELAXATION IN
THE GARDEN

1. GARDEN BREEZE SEATED STRETCH

Purpose:
To promote relaxation, improve flexibility,and enhance overall well-being while enjoying a
garden setting.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE:

1. Initial Position:
Sit comfortably on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Ensure your back is
straight and your shoulders are relaxed. Look straight ahead, envisioning the gentle breeze in
your garden.

2. Arm Stretch:
Inhale deeply, raising both arms overhead while reaching towards the sky. As you do this,imagine
stretching toward the clouds. Hold for 3-5 breaths, feeling the stretch along your sides.

3. Side Stretch:
Exhale and gently lean to the right, bringing your right arm down while your left arm reaches over
your head. Feel the stretch along your left side. Hold for 3-5 breaths, then return to the center.
Repeat on the left side.

4. Return to Start:
Inhale as you come back to the center with both arms raised. Exhale and lower your arms to your
sides. Take a moment to breathe and enjoy the sense of relaxation.

ADAPTTO YOUR PACE: Take your time with each movement, holding the stretches for as long as
feels comfortable. Adjust the intensity of the stretch based on your body's signals.

BREATHING:

¢ Inhale: As you raise your arms overhead and during the side stretches.
e Exhale: As you lean to the sides and lower your arms, allowing for relaxation with each breath.

TIP FOR BEGINNERS AND SENIORS: Move slowly and gently to avoid any strain. If you feel any
discomfort, modify the range of motion or reduce the duration of the stretch. Enjoy the fresh airand
natural surroundings as you perform this exercise, enhancing your sense of relaxation and
connection with nature. Incorporate this stretch into your gardening routine or outdoor relaxation
time for added benefits.
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2. FLORAL-INSPIRED GENTLE SIDE STRETCH

Purpose:
To enhance flexibility, relieve tension in the sides of the body, and promote relaxation while
enjoying the beauty of a garden.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair without arms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit comfortably on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Ensure your back is
straight, shoulders relaxed, and hands resting gently on your thighs. Look straight ahead, as if
observing the flowers in your garden.

2. Arm Raise:
Inhale deeply and slowly raise both arms out to the sides, allowing them to float upward until
they are overhead, as if mimicking the graceful petals of a blooming flower. Hold fora moment.

3. Gentle Side Stretch:
Exhale as you lean to the right, bringing your right hand down to the side of the chair while
extending your left arm overhead, creating a gentle arc. Feel the stretch along your left side. Hold
for 3-5 breaths. Return to the center by inhaling deeply.

4. Repeat on the Other Side:
Exhale and lean to the left, allowing your left hand to rest on the side of the chair while extending
your right arm overhead. Hold for 3-5 breaths. Return to the center and lower your arms to your
sides, taking a moment to breathe deeply.

Move slowly and listen to your body. Hold each side stretch for as long as it
feels comfortable, adjusting as needed.

e Inhale: As you raise your arms and during the side stretches.
e Exhale: As you lean to the sides, allowing for a gentle release of tension with each breath.

Keep movements slow and controlled to prevent strain. If you
feel any discomfort, adjust your range of motion or take a break. Visualize the beautiful flowers in
your garden as you stretch, enhancing your relaxation and connection to nature. Consider
incorporating this stretch into your daily routine, especially when enjoying time outdoors.
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3. NATURE'S CALM FORWARD FOLD

Purpose:
To promote relaxation, relieve tension in the back and neck, and enhance flexibility while
enjoying the serene atmosphere of nature.
Equipment:
e A sturdy chair withoutarms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit comfortably on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Keep your back
straight, shoulders relaxed, and gaze forward, as if taking in the beauty of your garden.

2. Hinge Forward:
Inhale deeply, then exhale as you hinge at your hips, bending forward slowly while keeping your
back straight. Your hands can rest gently on your thighs or slide down toward your knees,
depending on your flexibility.

3. Relax and Release:
Allow your upper body to relax and feel the stretch in your back and hamstrings. If comfortable,
let your hands dangle toward the floor. Hold this position for 3-5 breaths, feeling the gentle pull
of gravity.

4. Come Back Up:
Inhale as you engage your core and slowly rise back to the seated position, bringing your arms up
overhead if you'd like. Exhale as your arms come down, returning to your original posture.

Move at your own speed, taking extra time in the forward fold if it feels good.
Listen to your body and modify the depth of the fold as needed.

e Inhale: As you return to the seated position and when you lift your arms overhead.
e Exhale: As you hinge forward, allowing yourself to relax deeper into the stretch with each
breath.

Ensure the chair is sturdy and does not wobble for safety. If you
find it difficult to bend forward, you can keep your hands on your thighs or knees to support yourself.
Use a pillow or cushion on your lap for additional comfort while folding forward. Visualize the
peacefulness of nature around you, focusing on the calmness it brings as you perform this exercise.
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SEATED BUTTERFLY BREATHING

Purpose:
To promote relaxation, improve breathing, and release tension in the hips and lower back while
enjoying the calming presence of nature.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair withoutarms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

Initial Position:

Sit comfortably on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Bring the soles of
your feet together, allowing your knees to gently fall outward, creating a "butterfly" shape with
your legs. Sit up tall, roll your shoulders back, and gaze forward.

Inhale and Expand:

Inhale deeply through your nose, allowing your belly to expand and your chest to rise. Imagine
filling your body with the fresh, calming air of the garden.

Exhale and Release:

Exhale slowly through your mouth, gently letting your shoulders drop and your knees relax.
Visualize any tension melting away with each breath out.

Continue Breathing:

Repeat this process for 3-5 breaths, feeling the rhythm of your breath. You can place your hands
on your knees or rest them on your thighs, feeling the gentle stretch in your hips with each
exhale.

Take your time with each breath. If at any point you feel discomfort, adjust

the position of your feet or knees to find a more comfortable stance.

¢ Inhale: Deeply through your nose, expanding your belly and chest.
e Exhale: Slowly through your mouth, letting go of tension and feeling your body relax.

Ensure the chair is stable and secure to support your weight

comfortably. If the butterfly position feels uncomfortable, keep your feet flat on the floor or slightly
apart while maintaining a tall posture. Use a cushion or small pillow to support your back if needed.
Focus on the sounds of nature around you, allowing them to enhance your relaxation as you breathe
deeply.
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5.SERENITY SEATED SHOULDER OPENER

Purpose:
To release tension in the shoulders, improve posture, and promote relaxation while enjoying the
tranquil surroundings of a garden.
Equipment:
e A sturdy chair withoutarms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

1. Initial Position:
Sit comfortably on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Sit up tall, rolling your
shoulders back and down. Place your hands on your thighs, palms facing down, and look forward.

2. Inhale and Lift:
Inhale deeply through your nose. As you do, raise your arms out to the sides, keeping your elbows
slightly bent, and lift them overhead. Your palms can face each other or touch lightly above your
head.

3. Exhale and Open:
Exhale slowly through your mouth, lowering your arms back down to your sides while squeezing
your shoulder blades together. Imagine creating space between your shoulders as you release
any tension.

4. Repeat:
Perform this movement for 3-5 cycles, focusing on the fluidity of your breath and the opening
sensation in your shoulders.

Take your time with each breath and movement. If at any point you feel
discomfort, modify the height of your arms or keep them lower.

¢ Inhale: Deeply through your nose, expanding your chest as you lift your arms.
e Exhale: Slowly through your mouth, allowing your arms to lower and your shoulders to relax.

Ensure the chair is stable and secure to support your weight
comfortably. If lifting your arms overhead feels challenging, keep your arms lower at shoulder height
while still focusing on the opening sensation in your shoulders. Keep your head aligned with your
spine; avoid leaning forward or backward as you lift your arms. Engage in this exercise in a calm
environment, allowing the sights and sounds of nature to enhance your relaxation experience.
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6.

MINDFUL REFLECTION SEATED TWIST

Purpose:
To gently stretch and release tension in the spine and torso, promoting relaxation and
mindfulness while connecting with the serene environment of a garden.
Equipment:
e Asturdy chair withoutarms
e Comfortable clothing
Duration: 2-3 minutes

Initial Position:

Sit upright on the chair with your feet flat on the floor, hip-width apart. Roll your shoulders back
and down, placing your hands on your thighs with your palms facing down. Take a moment to feel
grounded.

Inhale and Lengthen:

Inhale deeply through your nose, reaching the crown of your head towards the sky, and
lengthening your spine. Keep your gaze forward, preparing for the twist.

Exhale and Twist:

As you exhale, slowly turn your upper body to the right, using your left hand to gently hold onto
the right thigh for support. Keep your back straight and your shoulders relaxed. Look over your
right shoulder if comfortable.

Return and Breathe:

Inhale again to return to the center,and then exhale as you repeat the twist to the left side.
Perform this sequence for 3-5 cycles on each side, focusing on the gentle rotation of your spine.

Move slowly and mindfully. If you feel any discomfort during the twist,

reduce the range of motion and keep the twist gentle.

¢ Inhale: Deeply through your nose, feeling your spine lengthen and your chest expand.
e Exhale: Slowly through your mouth, releasing tension as you twist.

Ensure your chair is stable and provides good support. Keep

your core engaged to help maintain balance during the twist. If you have limited mobility, twist as far
as is comfortable for you; there's no need to force the movement. Use a gentle focus on your breath
throughout the exercise to enhance relaxation and mindfulness, enjoying the calming atmosphere of
your surroundings.
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APPENDIX

CHAIR YOGA PROPS AND THEIR USES

PROP

DESCRIPTION

PRIMARY USES

BENEFITS FOR SENIORS
AND BEGINNERS

Yoga Strap

Along, non-elastic belt
made of fabric

Aids in deep stretches,
improves flexibility,
helps maintain posture

Increases reach and
range of motion in poses
without overstraining

Cushion/Pillow

A soft cushion placed on
the seat or behind the
back

Provides extra comfort,
supports lower back,
enhances alignment

Reduces pressure on
joints, supports the
lower spine during

poses
Yoga Block A sturdy foam or cork Assists inreaching the | Helps beginners achieve
block used as an floor during forward poses without straining,
extension of the arms bends, provides stability | supports balance
in seated twists
Blanket Afolded blanket placed | Adds comfort, provides | Cushions sensitive areas,

under the hips or feet

support under knees, or
serves as a prop for
seated poses

enhances comfort
during seated positions

Resistance Bands

Elastic bands used for
strength-building
exercises

Adds resistance for
strengthening muscles,
particularly arms and
legs

Improves strength in a
controlled, low-impact
way, safe for seniors

Chair with A sturdy chair with Provides stability for Enhances balance and
Armrests armrests for additional | those with limited support, reduces the risk
support mobility or balance of falling
concerns
Towel Arolled or folded towel | Provides extra padding | Adds comfortin poses,
used as padding or for under wrists or behind supports sensitive joints,
gentle stretching the knees, serves as a aids in gentle stretching
light stretching tool
Hand Weights Light weights (1-2 lbs] Builds strength in the Strengthens muscles
held during seated arm | upper body, increases without straining joints,
exercises resistance forarm improves bone density
stretches
Eye Pillow A soft, weighted pillow | Enhances relaxation, Promotes a sense of

placed over the eyes
during relaxation

blocks light,and
encourages a deeper
meditative state

calm and focus, helps
seniors relax deeply
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MEDITATION TECHNIQUE
MEDITATION
TECHNIQUE DESCRIPTION DESCRIPTION DESCRIPTION

Mindfulness

Focus on the present

Reduces stress and

Start with short sessions

Visualization

or script that leads you
through calming imagery
and scenarios.

reduces tension, and
enhances creativity.

Meditation moment by observing anxiety, improves focus, | (5-10 minutes) and
thoughts, sensations, and | enhances emotional gradually increase. Use a
emotions without regulation. timer to stay focused.
judgment.

Guided Listen to a guided audio Promotes relaxation, Choose visualizations

that resonate with you
(e.g., a peaceful garden
or beach).

Breath Awareness

Concentrate on your
breath, observing each
inhale and exhale.

Improves concentration,
reduces anxiety, and
promotes relaxation.

If your mind wanders,
gently return your focus to
your breath without
judgment.

Body Scan
Meditation

Mentally scan your body
from head to toe, noticing
areas of tension and
consciously relaxing
them.

Increases body
awareness, reduces
tension, and promotes
relaxation.

Take your time with each
part of the body, and use
deep breathing to
enhance relaxation.

Loving-Kindness
Meditation

Focus on sending love
and kindness to yourself
and others, repeating
phrases like “May | be

happy.”

Increases compassion,
reduces negative
emotions, and enhances
overall well-being.

Start with yourself, then
gradually expand to loved
ones, acquaintances, and
even those you find
challenging.

Walking Meditation

Practice mindfulness
while walking slowly,
paying attention to the
sensations of each step.

Enhances mindfulness,
improves mood, and
connects body and mind.

Use a quiet space for
safety, and consider using
a walker or cane if
needed.

Sound Meditation

Focus on calming sounds
such as gentle music,
nature sounds, or singing
bowls.

Reduces stress,
enhances relaxation, and
provides a sense of
connection.

Choose sounds that you
find soothing and allow
yourself to immerse in
them fully.

Progressive Muscle
Relaxation

Tense and relax each
muscle group, starting
from the toes to the head.

Reduces physical
tension, improves
relaxation, and promotes
awareness of bodily
sensations.

Ensure your movements
are gentle and controlled
to avoid any strain.

Mantra Meditation

Repeat a word, phrase, or
sound (mantra) silently or
aloud to focus the mind.

Enhances concentration,
reduces stress, and
provides a sense of
peace.

Choose a simple mantra
that resonates with you
and feels comfortable to
repeat.

Zen Meditation
(Zazen)

Sit in silence, focusing on
breath or a koan (a
question or statement to
contemplate).

Enhances mindfulness,
cultivates inner peace,
and develops focus.

Maintain a comfortable
posture, keeping your
back straight but relaxed.
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ADDITIONAL NOTES

f Duration: ﬁ

Start with 5-10 minutes for each technique and
gradually increase the time as comfort and focus
improve.

Environment:

Choose a quiet and comfortable space for meditation,
ideally with minimal distractions.

Comfort:

Use a sturdy chair with a backrest to support proper
posture during seated practices.

Flexibility:

Feel free to adapt techniques based on personal

L comfort and physical abilities. J
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